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Message from JCA

Cancer has been the leading cause of death in
Japan since 1981. Starting with the discovery of
oncogenes in the 1980s, the signiﬁcant advances in
basic cancer research has led to remarkable progress
in prevention, diagnosis and treatment, including
molecular targeted therapy, cancer genomic medicine
and cancer immune therapy. As a result, cancer
has gone from an incurable to a curable disease.
Furthermore, recent advances in information sciences
and technology, artiﬁcial intelligence (AI), and next
generation sequencing, as well as the development
of platforms in cohort analysis, have revolutionized
cancer research, diagnosis, and treatment. On the
other hand, we have encountered new types of cancer
never seen before, such as those resistant to new
therapy and those associated with advanced age. To
combat these new and known types of cancers, it is

Title

C h a ir p e r so n s

12th
(2022)

Breakthroughs in Cancer Research:
Translating Knowledge into Practice

Masanori Hatakeyama (Univ.of Tokyo)
Antoni Ribas (UCLA Jonsson Comprehensive
Cancer Center)

11th
(2019)

Breakthroughs in Cancer Research:
Biology to Precision Medicine

Hitoshi Nakagama (NCC)
Elaine R. Mardis (Nationwide Children’s Hospital)
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essential that the clinical and research teams share
and reach goals through collaboration.
The 81st Annual Meeting will look for participants
who are devoted to conquering cancer - from the
basic and clinical researchers in academia or industry
to a variety of specialists with interdisciplinary
activities as well as others, including cancer
survivors. The goal of the meeting is to seek and
provide the latest roads to overcoming cancer. At the
same time, we hope the meetings will be organized
in a manner that enlightens and encourages young
and mid-career scientists. In addition, new styles
of collaboration and cooperation with international
scientists will also be explored within the
coronavirus pandemic and post-pandemic eras.

7th JCA Chairperson

Kohei Miyazono

It is difﬁcult to predict the status of the COVID-19
pandemic at the time of the annual meeting.
However, we anticipate meeting all of you at
the meeting in Yokohama face-to-face. We very
much look forward to your participation and
highly appreciate your valuable contribution to the
presentations and discussions at the meeting.
Yoshinori Murakami
President
The 81st Annual Meeting
of the Japanese Cancer
Association
JCA Chairperson

One of our most important missions is to stimulate international
scientiﬁc exchange and collaboration. Towards this goal, we
organize International Sessions (IS) throughout the three-day
Annual Meeting. Twelve hot topics are selected each year,
and two IS are held each morning and afternoon during the
meeting. Prominent researchers in the ﬁelds of the selected topics
are invited both from overseas and from Japan. In addition,
presentations are selected from submitted abstracts, encouraging
young researchers. Because all talks and discussions are made in
English, IS provide an excellent opportunity to become acquainted
with scientists from around the world, especially Asia-Paciﬁc
regions.

Open Free
access!

JCA-AACR Precision
Cancer Medicine
International Conference

Hiroyuki Mano

International Sessions (IS)

The 7th JCA-AACR Special Joint Conference, sponsored by JCA and AACR, will be held on July 8 (Fri) -10 (Sun), 2022 at the Kyoto
Brighton Hotel, Kyoto, focusing on “The Latest Advances in Pancreatic Cancer Research: From Basic Science to Therapeutics”. The
organizers of this conference include three JCA committee members (Drs. Kohei Miyazono, Masanobu Oshima, and Hiroshi Seno) and
three AACR committee members (Drs. Elizabeth M. Jaffee, Anirban Maitra, and Rosalie C. Sears). The conference was originally planned
to be held in June, 2020, but has been postponed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Pancreatic cancer is one of the most aggressive cancers,
and the 5-year survival rate of pancreatic cancer patients still remains less than 10%. This conference deals with
a wide range of topics to elucidate the pathogenesis of pancreatic cancer and discuss new strategies for
prevention and treatment of pancreatic cancer. We invite 16 speakers from Japan and 9 from abroad
to present diverse, cutting edge and forward-looking research. We also invite a speaker from
the Pancreatic Cancer Action Network and have a special session “patient and public
involvement”. We sincerely hope that speakers and all attendees will enjoy the
scientiﬁc discussions as well as the culture in Kyoto.

Cancer genomics has revolutionized the way we
diagnose and treat cancer. Precision medicine
has already been implemented into daily practice
worldwide, and, especially in Japan, cancer
gene panel tests are reimbursed by the national
health insurance system from 2019. Given the
rapid progress in this area, JCA is very much
pleased to hold an entirely new biennial joint
conference for precision medicine with AACR.
The commemorable ﬁrst conference was organized
by Drs. Hiroyuki Mano (JCA) and Elaine Mardis
(AACR) with a multidisciplinary program
committee; Drs. Patrick Tan, Seishi Ogawa,
Katsutoshi Oda, Takayuki Yoshino, Junko Takita,
Hiroyoshi Nishikawa and Ryohei Katayama from
JCA, and Drs. Elizabeth Jaffee, Jeffrey Tyner,
Lillian Siu and Debora Schrag from AACR. The
conference was held online on 11-12 September,
2021, and the entire program was available as video
on-demand until the end of 2021. This conference
covered a wide range of topics, from new basic
concepts to cutting edge-techniques in precision
medicine, and also to novel schemes in clinical
trials. With 330 participants and more than 1,500
of video viewing, our ﬁrst conference ﬁnished with
a great success. We very much look forward to the
second conference to be held in 2023.

Cancer Science is a fully peer reviewed
open access journal with a continuously
increasing impact factor of 6.716.
The journal’s median time from submission
to first decision is just 9 days, providing
high quality rapid publication of research
that has significant clinical impact.
Submit your paper to the most cited cancer
journal from Asia.
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The Japanese Cancer Association (JCA) is an
organization of researchers who carry out basic
and clinical cancer research, and research on
public health and social medicine. JCA currently
has some 15,000 members, specializing in a
wide range of ﬁelds. JCA serves as a forum
where researchers with diverse specialties
related to cancer gather to exchange information.
The Annual Meeting is held once a year in
autumn, and attracts approximately 5,000
researchers, health workers, students and various
other stakeholders each year. JCA has been
enthusiastically promoting the globalization
of the Association, such as by holding
International Sessions at the Annual Meeting
by inviting speakers from abroad, especially
from neighboring Asian countries, since 2007.
JCA also started to provide travel grants for
researchers from neighboring Asian countries
to encourage them to participate in the Annual
Meetings.
Cancer Science is the ofﬁcial journal of JCA.
Cancer Science replaced the previous journal,
GANN (meaning “cancer” in Japanese), one of
the oldest cancer journals in the world founded
in 1907, and has thus been a driver of global
cancer research for more than a century. Cancer
Science has been an open access journal since
2014, and is currently published under the
direction of Masanori Hatakeyama, Editor-inChief.
Regarding cooperation with AACR, the AACRJCA joint sessions started at the AACR annual
meeting in San Diego in 2014, and the joint
sessions at each of annual meetings continue
to this day. We are so proud of these joint
sessions as they focus on cutting-edge science
and timely scientiﬁc topics such as molecular
targeted therapy and immunotherapy based on
genomic abnormalities of individual cancers
and immunological conditions of the tumor
microenvironment.
The Covid-19 pandemic have placed an
enormous burden on the medical care system,
which has had a major impact on cancer research
and treatment. In order to overcome this
unprecedented disaster and save people suffering
from cancer, JCA is demonstrating international
leadership and building collaborative
relationships with overseas researchers. We will
contribute to the development of life sciences
and promote the development of new cancer
prevention and treatment methods by continuing
to promote cancer research in the future.

Year

The AACR-JCA Joint Conference has
10th
Breakthroughs in Cancer Research:
Tetsuo Noda (JFCR)
(2016)
From Biology to Therapeutics
Frank McCormick (UCSF)
been held every three years since 1989,
12th JCA Chairperson
9th
Breakthroughs in Basic and
Kohei Miyazono (Univ. of Tokyo)
with changing venues in the Hawaiian
Masanori Hatakeyama (2013) Translational Cancer Research
Tyler Jacks (MIT)
Islands. The 12th Joint Conference
will be held at Hyatt Regency Maui, Maui, Hawaii, from December 5 to 10, 2022 (the dates have been rescheduled from February to December due to the COVID-19
pandemic), co-chaired by Dr. Antoni Ribas (UCLA Jonsson Comprehensive Cancer Center, LA, USA) and Dr. Masanori Hatakeyama (The University of Tokyo,
Tokyo, Japan) under the title of “Breakthroughs in Cancer Research: Translating Knowledge into Practice”. We expect about 600 participants from 15 countries; US,
Japan and other countries attended the conference. Keynote Session will be presented by Dr. Alexander Marson (The University of California, San Francisco) on a
theme of “Reprogramming T Cells with CRISPR to Enhance Immunotherapy” and Dr. Masanori Hatakeyama (The University of Tokyo, Tokyo, Japan) on “H. pylori
infection and gastric cancer”. After the Keynote Session, 36 plenary talks on 12 scientiﬁc topics and more than 300 posters will be presented. Participants will have
fruitful discussions and will exchange scientiﬁc information in an enthusiastic atmosphere during the conference, and will enjoy their comfortable stay in Hawaii.

The 81st Annual Meeting
in Yokohama, September
29 to October 1, 2022
I am pleased to announce that the 81st Annual
Meeting of the Japanese Cancer Association will
be held at Paciﬁco Yokohama for three days, from
September 29 (Thursday) to October 1 (Saturday),
2022. The meeting will be held with the COVID-19
pandemic as a backdrop, a pandemic that has people
all over the world more concerned about health and
diseases than ever. With that in mind, the mission
of the Japanese Cancer Association is to overcome
cancer by promoting basic and clinical research.
Therefore, the theme of the 81st Annual Meeting
is “Tenaciously seeking out and establishing
routes toward overcoming cancer” expressing our
unwavering determination in overcoming cancer
while in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic.
We believe that the upcoming Annual Meeting
will address the public’s expectations in combating
cancer.

AACR-JCA
Joint Conference
2022 in Hawaii

